628                        LIFE AND ADYEOTUKES OF

when it most needed an advocate," said the young man, laughing,
and drawing a card from his pocket. " Perhaps you'll do me the
favour to let me know where I can thank you."

Nicholas took the card, and glancing at it involuntarily as he
returned the compliment, evinced very great surprise.

" Mr. Frank Cheeryble ! " said Nicholas. " Surely not the
nephew of Cheeryble Brothers, who is expected to-morrow !"

"I don't usually call myself the nephew of the firm," returned
Mr. Frank, good-humouredly, " but of the two excellent individuals
who compose it, I am proud to say I am the nephew. And you,
I see, are Mr. Nickleby, of whom I have heard so much I This is
a most unexpected meeting, but not the less welcome, I assure
you."

Nicholas responded to these compliments with others of the
same kind, and they shook hands warmly. Then he introduced
John Browdie, who had remained in a state of great admiration
ever since the young lady in the bar had been so skilfully won over
to the right side. Then Mrs. John Browdie was introduced, and
finally they all went up-stairs together and spent the next half hour
with great satisfaction and mutual entertainment; Mrs. John
Browdie beginning the conversation by declaring that of all the
made-up things she ever saw, that young woman below-stairs was
the vainest and the plainest.

This Mr. Frank Cheeryble, although, to judge from what had
recently taken place, a hot-headed young man (which is not an
absolute miracle and phenomenon in nature), was a sprightly, good-
humoured, pleasant fellow, with much both in his countenance and
disposition that reminded Nicholas very strongly of the kind-hearted
brothers. His manner was as unaffected as theirs, and his de-
meanour full of that heartiness which, to most people who have
anything generous in their composition, is peculiarly prepossessing.
Add to this, that he was good-looking and intelligent, had a plentiful
share of vivacity, was extremely cheerful, and accommodated him-
self in five minutes' time to all John Browdie's oddities with as
much ease as if he had known him from a boy; and it will be a
source of no great wonder that, when they parted for the night, he
had produced a most favourable impression, not only upon the
worthy Yorkshireman and his wife, but upon Nicholas also, who,
revolving all these things in his mind as he made the best of his
way home, arrived at the conclusion that he had laid the foundation
of a most agreeable and desirable acquaintance.

" But it's a most extraordinary thing about that register-office
fellow!" thought Nicholas. " Is it likely that this nephew can
know anything about that beautiful girl ? When Tim Linkinwatei